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February, 2012 

He is the vine – we are the branches. 

 

ANNUAL VOTER’S 

MEETING 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5
th

  

Mark this date on your calendar and join us 

following worship, for the  

Annual Voter’s Meeting. 
 

 

WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 22ND 

7:00 PM 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 

WITH HOLY COMMUNION 

Weekly Lenten services at 7:00 pm on 

Wednesdays, from February 29th to March 28th  
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Seeing Jesus 
Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud: "This is My Son, 

whom I love. Listen to Him!" Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone 

with them except Jesus.   Mark 9:7-8  
 

"Come on, let's get that old radio out to the garbage." Dad was referring to an antique radio 

that had been cluttering up the basement since before his son was born. Almost five feet tall, 

the massive 1930s radio featured turned wooden legs and sliding doors-quite a work of 

cabinetry.  
 

Nevertheless, powered by tubes and unable to get FM, the radio served no function other than 

taking up space. I know those who keep everything will shudder to hear that father and son 

carried the radio out to the curb for garbage collection, but that never happened. Within 10 

minutes, a truck pulled up and two men loaded the radio and disappeared. They knew the 

value of that tower of tubes-our trash had become their treasure.  
 

When you look at Jesus, what 

do you see? When Jesus 

walked the dusty paths of 

Palestine, there were those 

who saw Him as some kind of 

prophet. Are you among those 

who would limit Jesus in this way? Some still do, you know. They see Jesus merely as a religious 

leader, a philosopher like Mohammed, Buddha, Confucius, or Zarathustra. To them, His words 

are only spiritual suggestions.  
 

Some see Him as a spare tire they keep in the trunk of their life. He should always be there, 

ready for an emergency. Some authors see Jesus' name as an expletive undeleted, a way of 

shocking folks with delicate sensibilities. Some public servants see the Savior as an unpaid 

volunteer in their campaign as they talk about Christian values. Comedians think of Jesus as the 

ideal target for foolish and unfunny jokes. Some collegians see Him as "Mr. Goody Two-shoes," 

the poster boy for all that's prudish, narrow-minded, bigoted, and old-fashioned.  
 

If that is the way you see Jesus, you are making Him far less than He is.  
 

He, who should be your greatest treasure, is being reduced to something little better than 

trash. The fact is we were destined for the curb and the trash truck of eternity. But Jesus knew 

the value of each soul, and out of love He went the way of the cross to redeem you and make 

you His treasure in eternity.  
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Lutheran Hour  

Ministries Sunday 

Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) is an organization 
that works every day to reach out with the Gospel on 
the frontiers of our un-churched culture—and 
throughout the world. LHM partners with 
congregations like ours to equip Christ-followers for 
everyday witness. On February 12th, join us for LHM 
Sunday to learn ways that LHM can provide 
resources and training to support our congregation’s 
outreach efforts. For information about LHM, visit 
www.lhm.org/lhmsunday or www.LLL.ca. 
 

 

Scrapbooking Days  
 

If you would like to work on your photo albums, 

cards, or other craft projects, please join us for 

Scrapbooking Days in the church gym.  These days 

are from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm (come & go as you like) 

with a potluck lunch for those interested.  Dates for 

upcoming Scrapbooking Days are as follows: 
 

Saturday, February 11 
Saturday, March 10 
Saturday, April 28 
Saturday, May 12 

 

Please be sure to mark these dates on your calendar.  If you have any questions, please 

contact Janice at 403-249-8562.  Everyone welcomeðwe hope to see you there! 

 

Prayer Chain Update  
Please note that there are two mail slots for the Prayer Chain—one with cards & 
envelopes for your prayer concerns and one for the completed prayer concerns.  If you 
have a prayer concern, please fill out a card and place it in the envelope provided.  The 
sealed envelope can then be placed in the Prayer Concern mailbox (located in the top 
right hand corner of the mailboxes). 
 

Your Prayer Chain Coordinator for February is: 
Viola Schatkoski (403-242-8745) 

Evangelism Thought 
 
 

Discipleship does not work 

unless there is a hunger for 

“Seeking and saving the Lost” 

(Luke 19:10) and “destroying 

the works of the enemy” (1 

John 3:8). Your relationship 

with Jesus must be filled with 

passion and hunger to know 

Him and bring the reality of His 

presence to others. You must 

be unwilling to settle for what 

you see in “church gatherings” 

and be persistent to see the 

promises in the bible true in 

your life. You must be willing to 

change constantly and not look 

back. You must also be humble 

enough to realize you are 

imperfect and needy.  

 

http://www.lll.ca/
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DO YOU KNOW THE HISTORY OF  

THAT BEAUTIFUL CROSS THAT ADORNS  

THE FRONT OF OUR SANCTUARY?  
 

     In 1982, during the construction of our present church building, I was 
given the privilege of serving on that Building Committee.  Having spent my 

entire life working in the construction industry as an electrician, I met many people in the 
various trades and walks of life.  
     One day, while on one of these projects, I met a man whose work I really admired.  He was a 
finishing carpenter and cabinet maker.  His name was John Michel.  He told me how he and his 
wife, Martha, had met on a Greyhound bus trip to Calgary.  They fell in love, got married, and 
had two sons, Rob and Mark. 
     He also told me that his wife Martha was the Lutheran and that she and her two sons were 
members and attending Grace Lutheran church.  He was a non-practicing Catholic. John asked 
me about my volunteering at the church and why I spent so much time at it.  So I told him.   
     John suggested that he also would like to do something for “The church”, “Our Church”, as a 
memento to his wife and two sons.  John asked me to get approval and permission from the 
Building Committee and Church Council for him to build a large lighted cross for the front of the 
Sanctuary.  If it was approved, I would have to install the lighting for it and John would build the 
cross and install it.  John also assured me that it would be a fine piece of workmanship of which 
both he and the church members could be proud of.   
     And so it hangs there today, beautifying the front of our Sanctuary.  I believe it was John’s 
way of saying, “Although I do not attend church regularly, I do believe that Jesus Christ is my 
Lord and Saviour”.  Little did I know that not very long after that, John became ill (cancer) and 
passed away at a very young age.  His wife Martha called to tell me that John had passed away. 
     During that time, all the LCC pastors were in Winnipeg, Manitoba, attending a Synodical 
Convention.  Martha dropped a bomb shell on me, saying that since John and I had become 
trusted friends, she would like me to conduct his funeral service.  I immediately drew back and 
said it would not be legal for me to do that.  She countered by saying, “I’ve already checked 
that out and it is perfectly legal for you to conduct the service.”  I really did not want to do this!  
I was very nervous about it, afraid I might not be able to hold my composure, or really mess up.  
It is a very humbling experience.  
     I discussed this problem with my wife.  She suggested I contact Pastor Robert Breitwiser, 
Chaplain of Lutheran Hospital Ministries (of which my wife was an active visitor for and still is to 
this day), to help me with the service.  I contacted him and he agreed to help me.  He wrote up 
a beautiful service based on “Jesus the Carpenter of Nazareth”, alluding to John’s life here on 
earth as a carpenter. 
     The service went well.  It was a once in a life time experience for me.  I thank God for having 
given me the opportunity to do this for Martha and the boys on John’s behalf, being able to be 
a part of their lives on this sad occasion.  Just a few short years later, Martha also passed away, 
leaving the boys in the care of relatives in the U.S.A.  I have since lost contact with the family 
over these last years.   

     Please forgive any errors or omissions of my recollection of events.   
Submitted in the name of our Risen Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Howard Rietze 
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GOOD NEWS!!! 
The Easter Video Presentation, 
Ȱ'ÏÏÄ .Å×ÓȦȱ ÉÓ ÕÎÄÅÒ×ÁÙȦ  

Permission slips must be signed by 
parents before children are able to 

participate.   
If you have not already returned 

your signed permission slip, 
please do so as soon as possible!   

Thank you! 
Michelle Ruf  

michruf@telus.net 
 

 

Tender Loving Care Group 
 

If you ordered a name tag in January, it should 
arrive within a couple of weeks.  
 

If you are aware of someone in the congregation 
who needs support and encouragement, please 
let one of our TLC members know—either by 
contacting one of us, or by leaving a note in the 
TLC mail slot.  Our present members include:  
Ansie Diedericks, Linda Horton, Sally Nielsen, 
Jeanette Wood, and Michelle Ruf.   
 

Also, if there are any members awaiting the arrival 
of a newborn, the TLC group would be pleased to 
provide approximately 5 frozen meals to help out 
after the baby has arrived.  If you, or someone you 
know in the congregation, would benefit from this 
ministry, please let us know. 
 

Thank you to Cindy deMan for volunteering to help us with maintaining the tote bags!  
Your help is GREATLY appreciated!  If anyone else would be interested in assisting with 
our tote bag ministry, please speak with Michelle Ruf.  Any assistance is appreciated—
even if you can only commit 2-3 times per year. 
 

The next TLC meeting will be Sunday, February 5th at 9 am. 
 

Submitted by Michelle Ruf   
 

(michruf@telus.net or 403-249-
8562) 
 

 
 

Link of the Month @ 

www.calgarygracelutheran.com 

Check out our congregational web siteôs 

new look. This monthôs featured link from 

our site is The Menôs Network 

(http://www.lhmmen.com/ ).  
 

Lutheran Hour Ministries has designed 

this site to offer items of interest to the 

guys ï everything from topics and blogs to 

interviews with featured Christian athletes.  

DIRECT DEPOSIT 

FOR OFFERINGS: 

 

If you would like to be 
involved in our direct 
deposit program for your 
offerings, please contact 
the church office. This is an 
easy means of giving back 
to the Lord on a regular 
basis. A withdrawal in the 
amount you specify is 
made once monthly, 
between the first and fifth 
of each month. 

mailto:michruf@telus.net
http://www.calgarygracelutheran.com/
http://www.lhmmen.com/
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ACTIVITIES FOR OUR SENIORS AND RETIREES 
 

5 Pin Bowling 

Join us on Monday, February 20th at 1pm at the Chinook Bowling Lanes.  We 

bowl 2 games and go off for coffee and conversation after. The cost is $10.00 for 

2 games plus $2.50 for shoe rentals.  This is just for fun and we continually 

blame our scores on uneven lanes, windy conditions, etc.!  Please call me or 

leave a note in my church mail slot if you are interested in joining us.   
 
 

Board Games Afternoons 

The next Board Games afternoon will be Thursday, February 23rd, 2012 at 1 pm 

in the church narthex.  Just drop in and join us for games, coffee and cookies. 
 

Ed Emerton . Ph 403-240-2130 
 

REHEARSAL CONCERTS FOR SENIORS 
CALGARY PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA 

 

The cost to attend the rehearsals this season is $10.00 per concert 
and must be in cash, payable at the door of the Jack Singer Concert 

Hall. This allows us to sit anywhere on the main floor and concert programs are 
provided.  The concert may (and usually does) include all the scheduled works and, 
depending on the conductor, may have few or many interruptions.  
 

 As they require bookings for groups of 10 or more and as we never have that many 
attendees from Grace, I have aligned our attendance with “The Lakeview” group and 
you can quote that group name if asked.  Cancellations are very rare and there has 
been only one during the last two years. I will get advance notice of cancellations and 
will advise anyone whom I know is attending. Please give me a call or leave a note in 
my mailbox if you have any questions.   
 

The program for the season is follows: 
 

American Classics   Thursday February 23rd  10 am 

Karen   Gomyo’s  Beethoven Friday March 2nd  10 am 

Nocturne    Friday March 16th  10 am 

From the New World  Friday April 13th   10 am 

Bolero     Thursday May 10th  10 am 
 

Submitted by Ed Emerton  (Ph  : 403-240-2130)  
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DEADLINE TO SUBMIT INFORMATION FOR THE MARCH GRACEVINE WILL BE MONDAY, 

FEBRUARY 20TH. 

 

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH UPDATE 
 

Plans are underway for our Easter Video Presentation, “Good News!”  This unique video 
presentation will involve all the Sunday School classes, but will be organized by the 
Junior High Youth Class.  The youth are doing all the camera work, playing various roles, 
and will do the final editing as well.  We hope to share this special presentation 
sometime during the Easter season—a final date is yet to be determined. 
 

Permission slips for children to be involved with this video presentation MUST be signed 
by parents before children can participate.  If you have not already returned your 
signed permission slip, please do so as soon as possible! 
 

The Junior High Youth Class is located on the upper level, down the hallway that leads to 
the church balcony, second door on the right.  We hold Sunday morning 
classes/activities at 10 am.   
 

 

If you have questions regarding Junior High Youth classes or activities, please contact 
Michelle Ruf (403-279-2387) or email at michruf@telus.net 
 

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH CLASS 
 

The Senior High youth class is led by Kurtis Kulman in the youth room located next to 
the Board room on the second floor.  This class meets on Sunday mornings at 10 am.    
 

If you would like more information about the Senior High Youth class, please speak 
with Kurtis Kulman (403-201-2634). 

 

Sunday School  
 

In celebration of Valentineõs Day,  
Grace Lutheran Sunday School  
is hosting a special craft day on  

 

Sunday, February 12, 2012 starting at 10am in the gym.  
 

We hope you can join us for a bit of fun! Feel free to bring a friend!  
 

P.S. Snacks will be provided.  
 

For more information about Sunday school or the craft day, plea se contact  
Nadine Adam at 686 -3746 or nadinea@partscanada.com . 

mailto:nadinea@partscanada.com
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GRACE LWMLC NEWS 
February 2012 

 

“Do You Like Rechargeable Batteries?” was the Bible Study at our January 9th meeting 
attended by six members and one guest. 
 

Thank you to everyone who supported our Chilli Fund Raiser on December 4th for our Seminary 
Student, Tim Schneider—we were able to raise $456.00!  
 

The Saturday, January 14th Royal Park Lay Service at 11:00 am was attended by 20 residents, 6 
Grace members and 2 guests.  Thank you everyone who assisted with the readings and 
goodies.   The next lay service is on Saturday, February 11th at 11:00 am. 
 

Survey Results are in ....of the 38 submitted survey forms, 7 would attend a Wednesday night 
study, 7 would attend a Thursday night study, 3 are interested in a Saturday morning Bible 

Study and 1 a Saturday morning Book study.  8 people are 
interested in “The Fruit of The Spirit” study, 5 people in a 
“Spiritual Gift” study and 6 people interested in participating in an 
outreach program.  As a result LWML has decided to coordinate 
“The Fruit of The Spirit” Bible Study beginning on Wednesday, 
February 15th at 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm.  The following six weeks the 

study will immediately follow the Wednesday night Lenten service until 9:00 pm.  To be assured 
sufficient material is available we ask that you would sign the sign-up sheet posted on the 
LWMLC board located close to the parking lot entrance door.  
 

The next “Mite Box Sunday” is February 5th.  Monies received are submitted to LWML-Canada 
and ABC District to support their mission projects. To be receipted for your donation please 
write your name on your Mite Box and if including your donation in your offering envelope 
please mark by special “LWMLC Mites” and designated amount.  Some recipients of Mite Funds 
have been Shepherd On The Hill Sunday School in Airdrie, Prince of Peace Manor Chapel in 
Calgary and the Sudanese Mission Trip originating out of Grace Lutheran Church in 
Edmonton.  Thank you in advance for your support.  
 

You are Invited to the “Luncheon Tea For Tim” on Sunday, 
March 4th, 2012 following worship service.  All funds raised are 
in support for our Seminary Student, Tim Schneider.  There will 
also be baking and crafts available for purchasing.  To be 
assured of seating at the luncheon tea, we recommend you 

purchase admission tickets in advance.  Admission being: 3 years and under 
Free, ages 4 ς 12 years $5.00 and 12 years and up $7.00.  You can purchase your 
tickets from the LWML members each Sunday up to March 4th. 
 

All ladies of the congregation are invited to our next Bible Study and meeting, Monday, 
February 6th from 7:00 – 9:00 pm.  Join us for some Good News and fellowship. 
 

God’s peace, love and joy, 
Linda Horton on behalf of Grace LWML Society 
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HELPFUL RESOURCES 
Free for You...Resources Provided by 

Lutheran Hour Ministries.  The Display rack 

can be found in the foyer, near the church 

mail slots. 
 

Parents of Prodigals: 

Have you ever known a parent who is 
experiencing a relationship standoff with a 
child? This booklet considers the impasse that 
leads the child to take flight-become 
prodigal-in his or her response to a grievous 
home situation. We're all familiar with the painful story.  At first, imperceptibly, a rift begins to 
form. Over time these circumstances can lead to separation. The prodigal simply exits the home 
and doesn't look back. In this booklet, Counsellor Dan Kohn considers when the prodigal child 
hits the road. With absence comes the interminable questioning of what could have kept the 
rift from forming. There's anxiety over not knowing where and how the child is, and there's 
frustration over a situation the parent is powerless to do anything about. There is, however, 
hope-an anticipation that God is faithful and can handle a prodigal child. Love, forgiveness, and 
open arms are central to the answer, and though the parents may find these attributes hard to 
come by, with God all things are possible-even the longed-for return of a prodigal child.  
 

Crafters’ Corner 
 

     If you enjoy needlework, or doing craftwork of ANY kind, please consider joining this 
group of “crafty ladies”!   
  

The Crafters group meets on  
Thursday mornings at 10:00 am 

 
 

There is an abundance of wool which needs to 
be turned into mitts, toques, scarves—or 
whatever you wish!  If you enjoy knitting, but 
aren’t available to meet on Thursday 
mornings, you are welcome to pick up the 
wool and knit from the comfort of your own 
home!   
 

All of the items made are donated to charity 
so it is a great ministry opportunity as well!   
 

The group is also looking for people to make 
aprons.   
 

If you would like more information, please 
give Marge Bennett a call (403-242-6738).     

Newcomers are always welcome! 

MORTGAGE UPDATE: 
April, 2007  

Borrowed:   

$200, 000 – CEF (paid out)                

$450, 000.00 – Faith Life 

Balance owing as of 

February 1, 2012:  $370, 914.11 

 
If you know what this graphic is, you 
probably donôt need to read this! If you do not, 
it is a QR code for Grace Lutheran. It is a free 
code that, when scanned with a smart phone 
or other scanner, will take one directly to our 
church web site. The code will appear on our 
congregationôs publications and advertising. 
Smart phone or iPhone users: do not test this 
during the sermon! 
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JOB OPPORTUNITY 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Preschool is a Christian ministry of Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Church, Calgary and provides quality programs for children ages 3 to 5 years old. We are 
currently seeking applications for a Preschool Teacher who is able to join our existing 
team and supports our Christian program. The position is part time and would begin 
September 2012. 

Responsibilities would include, but not be limited to: 

¶ Providing for the safety and well-being of each child  
¶ Preparing and implementing lesson plans  
¶ Encouraging and assisting children to comply with daily routines and rules  
¶ Communicating with parents  
¶ Ensuring compliance with Provincial legislation. 

 

Qualified applicants shall have, or be near completion of, at least a valid Child Care 
Worker certificate, a current First Aid / CPR Certificate, and must submit a Security 
Clearance with Vulnerable Sector Check done by local police.  Please forward your 
resume by February 28, 2012, with salary expectations to Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Preschool at srobak@princeofpeace.ca.  

 

FLOWERS 
The cost of flowers is $30. 

 

Thank you for sponsoring the flowers each week.  You may want to share the flowers 
and donate $15 each, taking 1 bunch of flowers home.     
 

If you would like to help provide flowers for worship on Sundays, please sign the Flower 
Chart (posted on the bulletin board in the narthex) and put your offering envelope 

(marked: “Flowers”) in the offering plate.   There are currently 
several openings available.  Please take your flowers home on the 
Sunday you’ve sponsored, but remember to leave the vases at the 
church.  Your support is greatly appreciated. 
 

Remember to let us know if the flowers are for a special occasion 
such as a birthday, anniversary, in memory of someone, etc. so 
that we may share in your celebration. 
 

If you have any questions about flowers, please talk to Leigh 
McLachlan  
 

mailto:srobak@princeofpeace.ca
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BRING FORTH YOUR IDEAS ς HELP US BECOME A BETTER CONGREGATION 
 

I would be interested in allowing my name to stand for election as Chair of one of the following 

Boards: 

o Lay Ministry 

o Evangelism & Stewardship 

o Christian Education 

o Properties 

o Treasurer 
 

I would be interested in helping by Serving as a member of one of the Boards: 

o Lay Ministry 

o Evangelism & Stewardship 

o Christian Education 

o Properties 

For additional information on any of these positions please contact Pastor Mark, Doug 

Hunsley or the Church office. We will be happy to answer any question that you may have. 

Participation is only a few hours per month. 

YOUR THOUGHTS, CONCERNS AND IDEAS ARE IMPORTANT TO US AND WILL HELP US  

TO BECOME MORE PROACTIVE, EFFECTIVE, AND REFLECT  

ON ISSUES IMPORTANT TO OUR MEMBERS. 

BECOME INVOLVED – BE A PART OF THE SOLUTION 

Submitted by Doug Hunsley on behalf of the Parish Planning Council 

This and That... 

 

TOTE BAGS:  Please feel free to use the Tote bags during worship service for your little ones.  
They are located on two stands near the doors to the Sanctuary.  One stand has the tote bags 
that are filled & ready to go.  The other stand is where you can leave the used tote bags 
following the service.  Children are welcome to take home any colouring or activity pages 
they use.  If you have questions regarding the Tote bags, please contact Michelle Ruf (403-
249-8562 or email at michruf@telus.net).  
 

PENS IN THE PEWS:  We try to keep one or two pens in the pew pockets for people to use, to 
write on their communion cards.  We have noticed that many pens have been disappearing!  
Please be sure to leave the pens in the pew pockets after service so they are there for people 
to use again at the next service.  Thank you for your assistance! 

mailto:michruf@telus.net

